November 5, 2019

Will Not the Judge . . . Do Right?
Scripture Reading — Genesis 18:20-25
“Far be it from you to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and
the wicked alike.” — Genesis 18:25
Abraham pleads for Sodom, asking God not to destroy that corrupted city if some righteous people
might still be there. And God says he will hold back if just ten are found. Abraham seems unsure at
first, but he speaks out in faith, stating that surely God is just and would not destroy the righteous
along with the wicked.
Abraham’s question is rhetorical: “Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?” And, of course, God
will. But God also listens to Abraham and assures him. Sadly, though, not even ten righteous people
lived in Sodom—and yet, before disaster struck, God also rescued Abraham’s nephew Lot and his
family members who were living there (Genesis 19:1-29).
Now, what about natural disasters and human calamities that take many lives? Are those about God’s
judgment too? Jesus raised that question as he talked about people who had died when a tower
collapsed: “Do you think they were more guilty than all the others” in that area? “I tell you, no!”
Disasters like that are part of the brokenness of this world. But Jesus also warned his listeners: this
doesn’t mean the people who survive a disaster are without sin. In fact, all of us need the Savior.
(See Luke 13:1-5.)
In all kinds of situations in life, God calls us to recognize that we are sinners. We all need the Savior,
Jesus, who died for our sake and rose again to make new life possible for us. “Do you believe this?”
(John 11:26).
Prayer
O God, thank you for your mercy and grace in the saving work of Christ. Amen.

Devotion topics: Bible, Books of the Bible, Genesis, Christianity, Salvation, Life, Personal Growth,
Justice

Written by Norman Brown — https://todaydevotional.com/authors/norman-f-brown
https://todaydevotional.com/devotions/will-not-the-judge-do-right
Printed on June 24, 2021

©

