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Why Seek the Living Among the Dead?

Scripture Reading — Luke 24:1-8

The men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?” — Luke 24:5

Some years ago I accompanied a group of midshipmen on a trip to Israel. We visited many sites, 
including the places where Jesus died and was buried. It was fairly easy and yet painful to picture 
myself at the crucifixion, where Jesus died on a cross for our sin. I could relate to the words of a 
hymn: “Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers.”

Then we visited the site of Jesus’ empty tomb. A church is now built up around it. I tried to imagine 
myself at the resurrection too.

The question echoes through the centuries: “Why do you look for the living among the dead?” Jesus’ 
resurrection site is impressive. Throngs of pilgrims wait patiently to see and touch the empty tomb.

Did any come to try to validate their faith—as if they might actually hear the women’s reports and see 
the angels standing there? In a way, that too would be like looking for the living among the cold, dead 
facts of Jesus’ empty tomb.

How do we find the living Jesus today? Consider this: (1) begin each day by inviting Jesus to be 
active in your life; (2) today live in a way that shows you belong to him; (3) keep in touch with Christ, 
listening to his Word and talking with him in prayer; and (4) be on the lookout for Christ in every 
activity and interaction. Indeed, why would we look for the living Lord among the dead facts of this 
world? He is alive, and he wants to lead us into full life!

Prayer

Risen Christ, be present and real to us, and confirm our faith as you engage with us today! Amen.
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